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as money to buy off the Danes, and was organized later by
Canute as a national tax. Original^ it was only levied for special
occasions, but later regularly on every ' hide ' of land. Hence
it was eventually known as hidage and carucage. It was for the
proper assessment of this? tax that William caused the Domesday
survey to be made. The royal demesne usually escaped this
geld, since it had to supply the king's farm.

Purveyance and Pre-emption. Two other rights of the king
helped to increase his income in fact if not in cash. Purveyance,
the right to impress conveyances and horses for the king's use,
and pre-emption, the right to buy supplies at a fixed and usually
a low price ; both those were a heavy burden on the districts
in which the king stayed or through which he moved. Allied
to these was PKISAGK, tin* right to one or two casks from each
ship bringing wine to England, There were some few other
trading tolls or customs, among them probably an export duty
on wool.

The Army*   Before the Conquest there weir several sources
from which the kings drew an army,

1.  There1 was the KYKD or general levy of all able-bodied men
in the kingelom.   Sometimes it included e*vcry jxjssible man led
by tin* parex'hial priests; this was for home defence and was called
out as late as the Battle of the Standard, u>S.   More often it
eonsisteel of a i epresentalive from every household in this kingdom.
It was an unwielely host, very difficult to feed and to maintain
at any decent level of equipment.   It remained a possible source*
of power down to modem times uncl was th<? aneestor of the
militia.

2.   The Saxon and Danish kings had a body of HUSCARLKS.
These were picked professional soldiers ami formed the royal
bodyguard, but vra*e also the centre and most important part
of any army collected.   They went weill paid and lived at the
king's expense,

3.   There were also MEKGKNARIKS hired by the kings either for
special occasions or for permanent defence.   The Saxon and
Danish navies were of this kind.